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reports on Australia’s progress towards gender equality in re
treaties and gender action plans and provides policy advice an
whole-of-government focus on internati

United Nations 
United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
against Women (CEDAW): 

• CEDAW is the major human rights treaty for women. 

• Australia was one of the first countries to ratify CEDAW

• Australia has implemented CEDAW domestically through variou
developments such as the Sex Discrimination Act 1984.  
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Australia is obliged to report to the UN CEDAW Committee every four years on 
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• The Office for Women leads the Australian delegation to CSW each year. The 
delegation also includes representatives from across the government as well as 
non-government representatives.  

• The work program for CSW is based on the of the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action adopted at the Fourth United Nations World Conference on 
Women, held in Beijing in 1995. 

• The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action is an internationally agreed 
plan for achieving equality for women across 12 critical areas – poverty, 
education and training, health, the economy, power and decision-making, human 
rights, armed conflict, institutional mechanisms, the environment, women and the 
media, violence against women, and the girl child.  

our progress. 

• Australia most recently appeared before the 46  session o
Committee in July 2010. 

• Following Australia’s appearance the UN CEDAW Committee issued a num
recommendations outlining how Australia could b
CEDAW. 

• These recommendations are available from the Office of t
Commission for Human Rights website.  

• In December 2008, Australia acceded to the CEDAW Optional Protocol, allo
individuals to bring a complaint directly to the United Natio
after all domestic remedies have been exhausted. It also allo
investigate claims of serious violations of CEDAW in 

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (CS

•     CSW is the UN’s highest forum on women’s issues. It meet
critical and emerging issues of concern to women g
recommendations for the international community to achiev
men and women.  
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previously distinct parts of the UN system. 

• Australia has been a strong advocate for 
strengthening the institutional arrangements 
for gender equality within the United Nations, 
and played an active and positive role in the 
establishment of UN Women, through 
AusAID. 

• Australia was one of the first countries to 
pledge multi-year core funding for UN Women 
and will provide $14.5 million1 to UN Women 
over two years from 2011. 
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• An overarching objective of Australia’s aid 

program is to help promote gender equality and 
empower women in partner countries. 

• Gender equality is central to achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals and is integral 
to all Australian Government aid policies, 
programs and initiatives. 

• The Office for Women works closely with the 
Australian Agency for International 
Development (AusAID) to achieve positive 
outcomes for women.  

took place in New York from
2011.  
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Supporting Victims
• UNSCR 1325 recognises the dis
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