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Table 9: Parenting Payment Partnered: time series, December 1994 to December 1998 ~
c

- '"
rl

Pension
partner Total OJ

559,793

2,372 647,407
OJ

8,948 668,092 ::J

13,572 653,230
Vl

17,903 640,753
0

"-
OJ

-

"
0

December 1994 (c)

December 1995 (d)

December 1996

December 1997

December 1998 (e)

Basic
rate (a)

559,793

438,129

423,089

413,705

402,039

Basic Rate Additional Rate
Basic rate Low Newstart

plus income payment
pension partner partner (b)

2,212

1,989

1,812

2,068

67,235

103,429

106,946

95,609

137,459

130,637

117,195

123,134

(a) Includes unknown payment category.
(b) Includes persons whose partner receives Youth Allowance, Newstart Allowance, SicknessAllowance or Special Benefit
(c) Home Child Care Allowance was introduced in September 1994 at a basic rate only.
(d) Parenting Allowance was introduced in July 1995 including an additional rate.
(e) Parenting Payment Partnered was introduced in March 1998.
.. not applicable
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Table 10: Allowance type, Australia, December 1992 to December 1998

Allowance Type 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Newstart Allowance (a) 855,465 904,752 809,458 778,281 797,849 766,754 675,260

Short-term (b) 461,707 453,730 403,335 424,955 430,329 346,750 267,747
Long-term (b) 393,758 451,022 406,123 353,326 367,521 420,003 407,513

Youth Training Allowance (b) (c) 26,808 33,347 30,341

Youth Allowance 343,076
Full-time students 252,563
Other 90,513

Unemployed customers (b) 855,465 904,752 809,458 805,089 831,197 797,094 765,773

Sickness Allowance (d) 43,382 48,830 47,976 51,131 19,923 14,855 11,690

Special Benefit 31,577 26,678 25,052 21,141 16,585 11,413 11,230

Mobility Allowance 14,461 19,208 21,887 23,830 25,641 27,462 29,621

Mature Age Allowance (e) 34,672 43,114 41,116 51,481 47,800

Mature Age Partner Allowance (e) 13,162 14,090 9,231 6,123 3,075

Partner Allowance (f) n/a 65,617 73,005 76,890 80,115

Widow Allowance (g) 10,351 13,334 21,520 26,276

(a) Short-term Newstart Allowees are persons who have been registered as unemployed for under 12 months. Long-term Newstart allowees have been registered for 12 months or more.

(b) Youth Allowance was introduced on 1 July 1998. Some Newstart Allowees under 21 and all Youth Training Allowees were transferred to Youth Allowance. The 'Unemployed customers' is the total number of NSA
and YTA customers for 1995 to 1997 and the total

(c ) Youth Training Allowance was introduced on 1 January 1995 and replaced by Youth Allowance on 1 July 1998.

(d) From March 1996 unemployed people who became ill did not transfer to Sickness Allowance after 13 weeks. They continued to be paid Newstart or Youth Training Allowance, subject to Sickness Allowance
conditions.

(e) Mature Age Allowance and Mature Age Partner Allowance were introduced in March 1994. In July 1996, eligibility for Mature Age Allowance was modified - New customers are paid under allowance conditions
rather than pension conditions.

(f) Partner Allowance was introduced in September 1994.

(g) Widow Allowance was introduced on 1 January 1995.

Not applicable nla Not available
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Table 11: Unemployed customers, December 1998

Short-term (a) Long-term (a) Total
Newstart Allowance customers
Did not receive a payment (b) 19,910 17,823 37,733
Received a payment 247,837 389,690 637,527

Incapacitated (c) 24,553 29,560 54,113
Training 4,357 6,074 10,431
Self-employment development (d) 663 635 1,298
Voluntary/part-time work (e) 729 1,322 2,051
Other/temporary exemptions (f) 3,164 3,746 6,910
Other (g) ° ° °Jobseekers (h) 214,370 348,353 562,723

Total Newstart Allowance customers 267,747 407,513 675,260

Youth Allowance (other) customers
Did not receive a payment (b) 2,074 416 2,490
Received a payment 67,903 20,118 88,021
Incapacitated (c) 2,588 706 3,294
Training 909 234 1,143
Self-employment development (d) 17 9 26
Voluntary/part-time work (e) ° ° °Other/temporary exemptions (f) ° ° °Other (9) 831 239 1,070
Jobseekers (h) 63,558 18,930 82,488
Total Youth Allowance (other) customers 69,977 20,535 90,512

Unemployed population
Did not receive a payment (b) 21,984 18,239 40,223
Received a payment 315,740 409,808 725,548
Incapacitated (c) 27,141 30,266 57,407
Training 5,266 6,308 11,574
Self-employment development (d) 680 644 1,324
Voluntary/part-time work (e) 729 1,322 2,051
Other/temporary exemptions (f) 3,164 3,746 6,910
Other (9) 831 239 1,070
Jobseekers (h) 277,928 367,283 645,211
Total unemployed population 337,724 428,048 765,772

Source: Tables 2 and 3 in the Labour Market and Related Payments - a monthly profile publication.

(a) Short-term Newstart Allowees are persons who have been registered as unemployed for under 12 months. Long­
term Newstart allowees have been registered for 12 months or more.

(b) Persons who did not receive payments because their incomes, and/or their partner's incomes, exceeded the allowable
limit. This group is often referred to as zero-paid.

(c) Activity code 'incapacitated' relates to customers who have became ill or incapacitated.

(d) Those customers exempted from job search while they develop self-employment opportunities.

(e) Those customers undertaking approved full-time voluntary work or combinations of voluntary and part-time work
who are required to seek work.

(f) Those customers who received a payment and generally are required to search for work.

(g) Include Youth Allowance (other) customers who are:
undertaking approved part-time study and work who are considered to have full activity load and are not required
to seek work;

- undertaking approved part-time study and other activities who are considered to have full activity load and are not
required to seek work;

- on full-time voluntary work; or
other non-jobseekers



Labour market payments-statistical highlights

Graph 3: Short-term and long-term jobseekers receiving Newstart
Allowance and Youth Allowance, December 1998
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Table 12: Jobseekers receiving Newstart Allowance and Youth Allowance
(other) by State, December 1998

Short-term Long-term
State Jobseekers Jobseekers Total

New South Wales 83,722 119,933 203,655

Victoria 65,973 91,968 157,941

Queensland 61,883 72,280 134,163

South Australia 22,542 34,810 57,352

Western Australia 28,569 24,927 53,496

Tasmania 8,596 15,808 24,404

Northern Territory 3,762 3,337 7,099

Australian Capital Territory 2,881 4,221 7,101

Total 277,928 367,283 645,210

Source: LM&RP Pub for December 1998, Table S.
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Child care-statistical highlights

_I
• At December 1998, there were 9,439 child care services and around

418,000 child care places funded under the Commonwealth Childcare
Program (Table 13).

• At August 1997 there were just under 545,000 children using
Commonwealth funded child care (Table 14).

• An estimated 264,000 families received Childcare Assistance at August
1997 (Table 15).

• A total of 273,400 families claimed the Childcare Rebate during the year
ended June 1998 (Table 16).

• At December 1998, the average weekly fee for centre based care was
$163 (Table 17).

Graph 4: Growth in number of funded operational child care places June
1991 to December 1998
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Table 13: Operational places and services as at December 1998

As at 31 December 1998 there were 9,439 child care services funded under the
Commonwealth Children's Services Program. There were a total of 418,100 places at that
time made up of 264,100 places in the below school age sector and 154,000 places in the
school age sector.

Service type Places Services

Community Centres 51,300 1,098

Private Centres 142,000 3,022

Family Day Care 64,000 331

Outside School Hours Care 154,000 4,340

Occasional Care 5,000 597

Multifunctional 600 14

MACS 1,200 37

TOTAL 418,100 9,439

Source: Child Care System (CCS)

Table 14: Number of children using Commonwealth-funded child care

As at August 1997 it is estimated that 544,700 children attended Commonwealth funded
child care. Of these, 15% were in community based long day care centres, 39% were in
private long day care centres and 16% were in Family Day Care schemes.

Service type TOTAL %

Community Centres 82,800 15

Private Centres 211,900 39

Family Day Care 85,000 16

Outside School Hours Care 99,500 18

Vacation Care 31,000 6

Occasional Care Centres 11,200 2

Occasional Care - Neighbourhood Model 15,400 3

Multifunctional 1,000 0.2

MACS 1,700 0.3

Other 5,200 1

TOTAL * 544,700 100

* This data measures occurrences of care and will include some double counting where children attend more than one
service.

Source: 1996 and 1997 Child Care Census
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Table 15: Number of families receiving Childcare Assistance

An estimated 264,000 families received Childcare Assistance (CA) at August 1997, Around 77 per cent of families using long day care received Childcare Assistance
with 60 per cent of these receiving the maximum level of assistance,

Maximum Some None Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %

Community Centres 29,900 42 21,700 31 19,400 27 71,000 100

Private Centres 86,700 49 51,600 29 39,000 22 177,300 100

Family Day Care 26,900 43 22,200 36 13,100 21 62,200 100

Sub-Total Long Day Care 143,500 46 95,500 31 71,500 23 310,500 100

Outside School Hours Care * 9,800 14 3,200 4 59,500 82 72,500 100

Vacation Care * 3,800 18 1,300 6 16,300 76 21,400 100

Occasional Care Centres 3,100 32 2,100 22 4,400 46 9,600 100

Multifunctional 50 200 25 200 25 800 100

MACS 1,300 100 0 0 0 0 1,300 100

TOTAL# 161,500 39 102,300 25 151,900 37 416,100 100

* Families receiving full Childcare Assistance (CA) are included as families on maximum CA and families receiving partial CA are included as families receiving some CA. These statistics were collected before the new CA
rates applied,

# This data measures occurrences of care and will include some double counting where families use more than one service, The total does not include families using mobiles and toy libraries, or Aboriginal Playgroups
and enrichment programs,

Source: 1996 and 1997 Child Care Census,
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Table 16: Childcare Rebate-1997-98

Number of families using formal care

Number of families using informal care

Number of families using both formal and informal care

Total families claiming rebate for 97/98

Source: Health Insurance Commission

Table 17: Average fees by sector and State

257,100

7,300

9,000

273,400

276

As at December 1998 the average weekly fee for community based long day care centres
was $169 and $162 for private centres. The average fee for full time care in long day care
centres was $163. As at August 1997 the average fee for family day care schemes was
$130 for 50 hours care.

STATE CBLDC# Private# FDC*
week for 50 hours

NSW $176 $167 $139

VIC $166 $159 $121

QLD $156 $155 $121

SA $169 $164 $128

WA $165 $157 $140

TAS $175 $171 $152

NT $153 $150 $123

ACT $174 $179 $151

AUST $169 $162 $130

# Source: Child Care System (CCS) for quarter ended December 1998

* Source: 1997 Child Care Census

Table 18: Maximum levels of Childcare assistance

Government assistance per week for families with one child in long day care for 50 hours:

Childcare Assistance $96.50

Childcare Rebate (at 30%) $28.95

Childcare Rebate (at 20%) $19.30



Disability support-statistical
highlights

Count of employment outlets by State and Territory
• At the census of September 1997, the majority of employment service

outlets were supported employment services (61.6%). Open
employment services accounted for 36.1%, with 2.2% providing both
open and supported services (Table 19).

• Of all supported employment services, the largest number were located
in New South Wales (45.2%), followed by Victoria (20.4%), Queensland
00.3%), South Australia (11%) and Western Australia (7.7%) (Table 19).

• At September 1997, open employment services were more evenly
distributed, with New South Wales contributing 31.5% of the total,
Queensland 23.5%, Victoria 23.1%, Western Australia 11.1% and South
Australia 4.9% (Table 19).

• At September 1997, there were 991 Commonwealth funded disability
support service outlets who participated in the 1997 Commonwealth
Disability Services Census. Of these service outlets, 90.5% were
classified as employment, 7.7% were advocacy, 1.4% were print
disability and 0.3% were information (Table 20).

• The largest number of Commonwealth funded service outlets was in
New South Wales (38.7%), followed by Victoria (22.4%) and Queensland
(14.2%) (Table 20).

Staff hours by service type
• Employment services reported 93.15% of all staff hours as being on a

paid cash basis and there was very little difference between service
types. Nearly 70% of all staff hours worked were in supported
employment services, and 31.0% in open employment services.
Supported employment services constituted around 65.3% of all service
types, and open employment services constituted 30.9% (Table 21).

• At September 1997, a total of 212,206 staffing hours were spent on
service operations in the week prior to Census Day, 24 September 1997
(Table 22). This equates to approximately 5,584 full time equivalent
(PTE) staff nationally, if a 38-hour/week full time equivalent basis is
used.

• The majority of staff hours worked were on a paid basis (91.4%), with
3.7% unpaid and 3.5 contract hours (Table 22).
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• As a whole, employment agencies accounted for 93.1% of staff hours
worked and 92.1% of all services (Table 22).

• Advocacy services accounted for 4.6% of all staff hours. (Table 22).

Consumers on the books: age by employment outlet
type
• On Census Day, 24 September 1997, some 35,054 consumers were "on

the books" that is, they had commenced a support or employment
program with an employment service prior to Census Day. Of these,
open employment services had a larger number of consumers 'on the
books', with 18,669 or 53.2%, than did supported employment or
combined services (Table 23).

• The majority of consumers (28,706 or 82%) were aged 20 to 49, with
the average age being 33. Consumers aged 16-19 made up 9.57% of all
consumers (Table 23).

• The majority of consumers in open employment services (57.4%) were
under 30 years of age. Approximately 32% of supported employment
consumers and 49% of consumers of combined open and supported
employment services were under 30 years of age. Supported
employment services had the highest proportion of consumers aged 40
or more (Table 23).

Figure 2: Consumers on the books: consumer numbers by service outlets
by employment service outlet type
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Disability support-statistical highlights

Tables 19 and 20 combined: Count of service outlets by type

Count of employment outlets by type by State/Territory
StatefTerritory

Service Outlet Type NSW Vic Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Australia

Employment

Open 102 75 76 16 36 9 6 4 324

Supported 250 113 57 61 43 16 5 8 553

Open and Supported 7 6 0 2 1 3 0 1 20

Total 359 194 133 79 80 28 11 13 897

Count of all outlets by type by State/Territory
StatefTerritory

Service Outlet Type NSW Vic Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Australia

Employment 359 194 133 79 80 28 11 13 897

Advocacy 19 24 7 7 8 3 3 6 77

Print Disability 4 4 1 1 2 1 0 1 14

Information 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3

Total 384 222 141 87 90 32 14 21 991

(Source: 1997 Commonwealth Disability Services Census Report, Department of Health and Family Services, published
1998)

Tables 21 and 22 combined: Total paid/unpaid/contract staff hours

Total

60525

127572

7364

195461

1854

4727

166

6747

727

2820

79

3626

57944

120025

4119

182088

Paid Hrs

Staff hours: employment outlet type by total paid/unpaidlcontract staff hours
Total Hours

Unpaid Hrs Contract HrsService Outlet Type

Employment

Open

Supported

Open and Supported

Total

Total

195461

9874

6610

261

212206

182088

7381

4411

165

194045

Paid Hrs

Total

Staff hours: service outlet type by total paid/unpaidlcontract staff hours
Total Hours

Unpaid Hrs Contract Hrs

3626 6747

2034 459

2093 106

34 62

7787 7374

Service Outlet Type

Employment

Advocacy

Print Disability

Information

(Source: 1997 Commonwealth Disability Services Census Report, Department of Health and Family Services, published
1998)
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Table 23: Consumers on the books: age by employment outlet type

Employment Outlet Type
<16 16-19 20-24 25-29

Open Employment 67 2655 4645 3355

Supported Employment 33 584 1845 2582

Open & Supported Employment 8 116 146 136

% 0.31% 9.57% 18.93% 17.32%
Total 108 3355 6636 6073

(Source: 1997 Commonwealth Disability Services Census Report, Department of Health and Family Services, published 1998)

»
cAGE

30-39 40-49 50-59 60-64 >65 Total

4327 2584 956 65 15 18669

5161 3549 1470 207 119 15550 !l>

219 157 42 9 2 835

27.69% 17.94% 7.04% 0.80% 0.39% 99.99% !l>
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Editor's note

The Project Notes section in this issue of Australian Social Policy gives
comprehensive details of current social policy research in Australia.

It provides a vital research resource for people who are interested in social
policy issues, whether as practitioners, researchers or members of relevant
agencies. It provides comprehensive information about current work on a
twice-yearly basis. Readers are encouraged to assist in maintaining this by
using the pro forma return forms included at the back of this Journal.
These cover current and planned research and completed reports and
books.

The Project Notes section does not aim to provide a full census of relevant
work. Rather, it presents a central bulletin board that can be accessed by
readers within Australia as well as overseas. While every effort is made to
circulate requests for relevant information, the end project is, by its nature,
dependent on the assistance and cooperation of researchers and specialists
in the public, academic and welfare, community and church sectors.

Because it is not possible to update evelY item covering current or planned
research in each issue, individual copies of current and previous issues of
Australian Social Policy are available through Government Info Bookshops
and Auslnfo. Ordering details are proVided on the inside back cover in
each issue.

If you have any suggestions about the information you would find useful in
the Project Notes section, please contact Dr Bridget Brooklyn on (02) 6244
8575. Completed reports and books can also be forwarded to:

The Managing Editor
Australian Social Policy
Strategic Policy and Analysis Branch
Department of Family and Community Services
Box 7788
Canberra Mail Centre ACT 2610

Or faxed on (02) 6244 6589

This will ensure that new materials are considered for the Book Review
section and circulated to staff within FaCS who are working in the relevant
areas. Return forms can be forwarded at any time-details will be included
in the following issues of the Journal.
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Current and planned research

Families and children
Topic Evaluation of Enhanced

Client Outcomes & Family
and Neighbourhood Links
Demonstration Projects

Researcher Adam Tomison

Objectives The proposed evaluation
& method comprised two

components:

• evaluation of the ECO
project in two regions,
comparing child
protection practice
after introduction of
ECO with data
collected for 12
months before
implementation;

• evaluation of FANL in
one region, focusing
on outcomes for the
local service network
and the local
community.

The ECO evaluation was
designed around in­
depth analysis of 200
child protection cases.
The perceptions of child
protection staff, other
service providers and
client families were also
collected. The FANL
evaluation consisted of
pre/post-test measures of
local service providers'
perceptions of the effects
FANL had on the local
service network and the
wider community.
Additional feedback was
provided by local
community members
who had attended a
series of community
development activities
developed by the FANL
consultants.

Time frame July 1997-June 1999

Institution Australian Institute of
Family Studies

Contact Phone: 03 9214 7821

Parenting-21: A Project
about Parenting for the
21 st Century

Violet Kolar

Parenting-21 is the
Australian component
of the International
Study of Parents,
Children and Schools
(ISPCS). The overall aim
is to identify cross­
cultural differences and
similarities in parenting
across various ethnic
groups.

The objectives of
Parenting-21 specifically,
are (a) to contribute
Australian data to the
ISPCS, (b) establish a
detailed picture of
parenting attitudes and
practices, (c) compare
the influence of various
cultural backgrounds in
child rearing, and (d)
provide a resource for
the future planning and
development of support
services for families with
young children.

Personal in-depth
interviews were
conducted with one
parent from 60 Anglo­
and 60 Vietnamese­
Australian families; they
also completed a series
of questionnaires. Data
were collected from 5
communities of the
Torres Strait Islands
through focus group
discussions, family
group discussions and
individual interviews.

July 1995-

Australian Institute of
Family Studies

Phone: 03 92147826
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Topic Study of positive family The financial The health and well- Survey of customers
relationships circumstances of post- being of children 'in with the shared

divorce family units care' in Australia care of children

Researcher Ilene Wolcott/Robyn Ruth Weston Sarah Wise David Plunkett
Parker

Objectives The aim is to explore the The aim is to explore the The research aimed to The aim is to
& method meaning and financial circumstances evaluate the success of assess the impact

expectations of marriage of families in the 1990s a Victorian pilot of shared child-
and de facto headed by divorced men implementation of caring responsibil-
relationships to gain and women. Key issues 'Looking After Children'. ities on customers
understanding of the to be examined include It aimed to establish the ability to
processes that the impact of the Child extent to which the participate in the
contribute to Support Scheme on the program: workforce,
relationship satisfaction equivalent household • succeeded in

education, trainin~

and stability to inform income (i.e., household improving the health and other social
potential interventions income relative to the and well-being of and economic
that support strong Henderson poverty line) children and young activities.
families. of divorced men and people 'in care' in The research
Research method

women, and links Victoria; method will
between this income

included focus group and family type, sources • succeeded in include telephone
and case studies. orienting child interviews with

of income, length of customers who
marriage, and property welfare practice to a

share care of a
distribution. 'holistic' approach to

caring for children 'in child with another
The study is based on a care'; and adult person
national random sample

• enhanced
(other than the

of 650 divorced partner).
respondents who involvement of Customers will be
separated after January families and other selected from
1988. Data were derived stakeholders in caring administrative
in mid-1997 from for children 'in care'. data based on
computer-assisted Information about recorded
telephone interviews. children's health and percentage of
Two populations were well-being before and care in range
sampled: 513 parents after implementation of 40% to 60%.
with at least one child the program was
under 18 years old at gathered, involving
the time of separation, about 50 telephone
and 137 respondents interviews with
(mostly parents) who children's direct carers
had been married for at and 20 face-to-face
least 15 years and interviews with children
where the wife was 45 and young people.
to 65 years old at the
time of separation. Psychometric tests, two

focus group discussions
and a questionnaire
were also used.

Time frame June 1999-December May 1999-August 1999 November 1996-July May 1999-June
1999 1999 1999

Institution Australian Institute of Australian Institute of Australian Institute of Commonwealth
Family Studies Family Studies Family Studies Dept of Family and

Community Services

Contact Phone: 03 9214 7836 Phone: 03 9214 7888 Sarah Wise Phone:
Phone: 03 9214 7823 0262445601



Project notes

Disability and carers

Topic Testing the applicability Evaluation of the costs
of the World Health and benefits of
Organisation's Inter- employing a person with
national Classification of a disability, from the
Impairments, Activities, employer's perspective.
and Participation (ICIDH-
2) among Indigenous
people.

Researcher Kim Wisener Suzan Woodward

Objectives • Explore the validity of Analyse the outcomes of
& method the draft ICIDH-2 employing a person with

concepts among a disability from the
Aboriginal people in employer's perspective.
the NT. Assess how various

• Inform national effort factors associated with
to establish concepts employing people with
of disability among disabilities affect costs
Indigenous people for for employers, and
use in national determine whether they
statistical collections. are significant enough to

• Produce a report on
influence a potential

the findings of the employer's decision to

research. employ

• Use a number of
Assess how these

techniques including factors influence the
success or failure ofconducting a survey
employment placementsin the community,

participant observ- for people with

ations and interviews. disabilities.

Collection of information
by questionnaire from
specialist disability
employment service
providers and a sample
of employers.

Interview of a subset of
employers from above
sample and a sample of
employees. Data entry
and analysis. Analysis of
qualitative data using a
program designed
specifically for the
project, and will identify
dominant themes in
responses.

Time frame July 1998-June 1999 July 1998-July 1999

Institution Jointly undertaken by Deakin University
The Australian National
University and the
Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare.

Contact Kate Senior Dr Joe Graffam
Phone: 08 8922 0066 Phone: 03 9244 6606
Ros Madden
Phone: 02 6244 1000
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Topic Future need for carers Transition from work to
and projections of their retirement study.
availability.

Researcher Myee Michael Cathy Ellis

To produce a discussion The terms of reference
paper to guide for the study are: firstly,
development of a long- to identify issues and
term strategy for carer problems in the
income support transition from work to
arrangements. retirement for people

• Identify factors that
with disabilities in

will affect the number specialist disability

of people needing employment services;

care and the number and, secondly, to

available to provide identify policies,

that care.
strategies and services
to facilitate that

• Estimate income transition in the short
based on future and long term.
female and male

Qualitative and
earnings; discuss its quantitative research will
potential impact on be conducted through:
willingness to provide interviewing workers
care. with disabilities in

• Discuss the cost of capital cities and rural
disability and its likely areas; conducting
impact on decision to telephone interviews
care. and focus group

• Identify critical meetings with

periods of a carer employment service

shortage. providers, family
members and carers;

The first project stage is and developing a
to establish an database housing
operational definition of existing aggregate data
'carer' and 'care collections.
recipient' and compile a
profile of these groups.
The second stage will
involve the use of
models to project carer
demand and availability
into the future.

lime frame December 1998 - June October 1998-mid 1999
1999

Institution Department of Family Department of Family
and Community Services and Community Services
and National Centre for
Social and Economic
Modelling (NATSEM)

Contact Phone: 02 62446531 Phone: 02 6289 8714
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Project notes

Homelessness
Topic Early intervention in Estimating the number

SAAP. of homeless people in
Australia.

Researcher Annie Butkus Tony Sergi

Objectives To develop a report that The objective is to
& method will address the develop a robust

following issues: population model of

• What early homelessness in

intervention practice Australia to enable

exists in SAAP and estimates to be made of

how does it differ the extent of

from prevention? homelessness.

• Is SAAP an The scope of the project

appropriate site for is to develop a

early intervention forecasting

and, if so, how can methodology for
what would it take to estimating the level of
implement or homelessness in
enhance early Australia. The
intervention in SAAP? consultants developed a

• What is the aim of
mathematical model
that quantifies the

early intervention in relationship between
SAAP and what does the levels of
it include? homelessness (the

• What research dependent variable) and
question/projects are the factors that affect
identified by the homelessness (the
above issues, and independent variable).
how might they be The research
approached?

methodology developed
• How can SAAP by the consultant

respond through early involves a statistical
intervention strategies modelling technique to
in the delivery of specify the form of
services to people at relationship between
risk of becoming homelessness and
homeless? variables that has been

The research will build determined on

on existing Australian theoretical grounds to

and overseas material have a causal

and will involve relationship with

contacting key homelessness.

informants.The
development of the
research paper will
provide the initial work
to guide the direction of
a more targeted
research project/so

Time frame December 1998-June July 1998-June 1999
1999

Institution Department of Family Department of Family
and Community Services and Community Services

Contact Phone: 02 6212 9023 Phone: 02 6212 9024
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Labour market

Time frame April 1999 - May 1999

Institution Department of Family
and Community Services

Contact Marie Newey
Mark Warburton
Phone:(02) 6244 7451 /
(02) 6244 7527

290

Topic

Researcher

Objectives
& method

Departmental submis­
sion to Inquiry of the
House of Represen­
tatives Standing
Committee on Employ­
ment, Education and
Workplace Relations
into issues specific to
workers over 45 years of
age seeking employ­
ment, or establishing a
business, following
unemployment.

Marie Newey, Mark
Warburton

The department's
submission focuses on:

• demographic trends,
including the
implications of
Australia's ageing
population for the
social security
system;

• labour market trends
for people of older
working age;

• trends in income
support receipt
among people of
older working age

• forms of labour
market assistance
available to people of
older working age.

ABS and FaCS data
complemented with
references to other
research in the area.



Project notes

Seniors

Topic

Researcher

Objectives
& method

Incentives and costs of
care in the community
versus formal residential
care;

Tony Eardley

To assess the extent to
which changes in
incentives (primarily
financial assistance)
affect the decisions
people make about
whether to take on, or
continue caring for a
frail elderly or disabled
person.

Part 1: A review of
available relevant
literature and an analysis
and summary of
sig nificant recent
changes to the cost
structure for aged care
services, the levels of
support for carers and
the social security
treatment of
superannuation.

Part 2: A series of
qualitative focus group
discussions and
individual interviews
with people involved in
caring for older or
disabled people, in the
process of making. A
decision about taking
on care, or who have
recently had an elderly
or disabled
relative/spouse moved
from home-based care
to residential care.

Time frame April 1999-January
2000

Institution Social Policy Research
Centre, University of
New South Wales
(UNSW)

Contact Tony Eardley
Phone: 02 9385 3850
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Other research

Topic Coping with Economic
and Social Change: an
Australian Study.

Researcher Peter Saunders

Objectives To study public attitudes
& method to social and economic

change in Australia,
including views on
poverty, unemployment,
activity testing and
mutual obligation.

Postal survey of 4000
adults randomly selected
from the National
Electoral Register.

Time frame January 1999-January
2000

Institution Social Policy Research
Centre, University of
New South Wales

Contact Peter Saunders
Phone: 02 9385 3833



New books and reports

Title Homelessness in the
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander context
and its possible
implications for the
Supported
Accom modation
Assistance Program
(SAAP).

Author, Keys Young Consultants
publisher Milsons Point NSW

2061

Scope & The aims of this research
objectives project were to:

• understand what
homelessness means
to Indigenous people;

• identify how SAAP is
currently responding
to Indigenous clients;
and

• how that response
may be improved to
better meet the
needs of these
clients.

Price NA
(incl p&p)

No. pages 200
(approx)

Publisher! Department of Family
supplier and Community Services

Address: Box 7788,
Canberra Mail Centre
ACT 2610

Contact Annie Butkus,
Community Branch
Phone: 02 6212 9023

Sole Parent Exit Study.

Social Policy Research
Centre, UNSW

Records on the full
cohort of those exiting
Sole Parent Pension (SPP)
in May 1996, plus a
sample of 1,000 a
month to April 1997,
were proVided to the
SPRC by the department.
Analysis of the data
aimed to identify groups
most at risk of long
duration or repeated
episodes on SPP.

Social Policy Research
Centre, UNSW
PO Box I, Kensington
NSW

Social Policy Research
Centre
Phone: 02 9385 3833
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Title Universality and Independence and Self-
Selectivity in Income Provision
Support: An Assessment
of the Issues

Author, Sheila Shaver FaCS Seniors and Means
publisher Test Branch, with

significant contribution
from Treasury. Other
members of the
working group are also
assisting.

Scope & Examines the issues The paper will focus on
objectives associated with the financial aspects of

provision of income independence and self
support in old age in provision in retirement
universal forms such as and will form the basis
citizenship pensions and of a public consultation
social insurance as process later in the year.
compared with means-
tested provision.
Compares outcomes of
different forms in six
countries - Australia,
West Germany, Norway,
Sweden, US, UK with
respect to income
adequacy, income
composition, and
income redistribution.
Also examines political
opinion in favour of
income support to the
aged in same 6
countries.

Price $10
(inc! p&p)

No. pages 148
(approx)

Publisher/ Social Policy Research Office for Older
supplier Centre Australians

Department of Health &
Aged Care
GPO Box 9848
CANBERRA ACT 2601
(available September-
October 1999)

Contact Social Policy Research Lana Racic, Director,
Centre Older Australians Policy
Phone: 02 9385 3833 Phone: 02 6289 5212

nsaa@health.gov.au

This paper will also be
posted on the Office for
Older Australians web
site at www.health.gov.
au/acdnsaa/index.htm
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